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117TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. RES. 1165 

Declaring gun violence a public health crisis. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

JUNE 9, 2022 

Mr. ESPAILLAT (for himself, Ms. ESCOBAR, Ms. DEAN, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. 

VARGAS, Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. COOPER, Mr. TORRES of New York, Mr. 

LARSON of Connecticut, Mr. EVANS, Mr. SUOZZI, Mrs. WATSON COLE-

MAN, Mr. SWALWELL, Mr. GARAMENDI, and Ms. LEE of California) sub-

mitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on 

Energy and Commerce 

RESOLUTION 
Declaring gun violence a public health crisis. 

Whereas gun violence has become the leading cause of death 

for children and adolescents in the United States, accord-

ing to the latest mortality data by the Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Prevention; 

Whereas there have been at least 2,062 school incidents in 

the United States since 1970, causing 683 fatalities, and 

1,932 injuries, according to the Naval Postgraduate 

School’s Center for Homeland Defense and Security; 

Whereas more than 311,000 students in the United States 

have experienced gun violence since the Columbine shoot-

ing in 1999; 
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Whereas, on April 16, 2007, 33 people were shot and killed 

at Virginia Polytechnic Institute in Blacksburg, Virginia; 

Whereas the United States has experienced hundreds of pub-

lic mass shootings in churches, schools, concerts, and 

movie theaters, including— 

(1) on August 5, 2012, 6 people were shot and killed 

at a Sikh temple in Oak Creek, Wisconsin; 

(2) on December 14, 2012, 27 individuals, including 

20 children, were shot and killed at Sandy Hook Elemen-

tary School in Newtown, Connecticut; 

(3) on June 17, 2015, 9 Black Americans were shot 

and killed at the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal 

Church in Charleston, South Carolina; 

(4) on December 2, 2015, 14 people were shot and 

killed at the Inland Regional Center in San Bernardino, 

California; 

(5) on June 12, 2016, 49 individuals, 90 percent of 

whom were Hispanic, were shot and killed at Pulse night-

club in Orlando, Florida, in what is considered the dead-

liest attack on LGBTQ+ people in United States history; 

(6) on September 16, 2016, 12 people were shot and 

killed at the headquarters of the Naval Sea Systems 

Command inside Washington Navy Yard in southeast 

Washington, DC; 

(7) on October 1, 2017, 58 people were shot and 

killed and 546 others were injured in Las Vegas, Nevada, 

in what is known to be the deadliest mass shooting in 

United States history committed by a single individual; 

(8) on November 5, 2017, 27 people were shot and 

killed at a church in Sutherland Springs, Texas; 

(9) on February 14, 2018, 17 students and staff 

were shot and killed at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 

School in Parkland, Florida; 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:45 Jun 09, 2022 Jkt 029200 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6300 E:\BILLS\HR1165.IH HR1165pa
m

tm
an

n 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
07

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
IL

LS



3 

•HRES 1165 IH 

(10) on October 27, 2018, 11 persons were shot and 

killed at the Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh, Penn-

sylvania; 

(11) on August 3, 2019, 23 people were shot and 

murdered during an act of domestic terrorism in El Paso, 

Texas, considered one of the deadliest attacks on a His-

panic community in modern American history; 

(12) on May 14, 2022, 10 Black Americans were 

shot and killed in a racially motivated rampage at a su-

permarket in Buffalo, New York; and 

(13) on May 24, 2022, 19 students and 2 teachers 

were shot and killed at Robb Elementary School in 

Uvalde, Texas; 

Whereas in the United States— 

(1) 111 people are shot and killed every day; 

(2) 45,222 people died from gun-related injuries in 

the United States in 2020, representing a 43-percent in-

crease from a decade prior; 

(3) the gun homicide rate in the United States is at 

least 25 times higher than in other high-income coun-

tries; 

(4) 54 percent of gun-related deaths in the United 

States were suicides in 2020; 

(5) there have already been more than 200 mass 

shootings in 2022 where 4 or more people have been 

shot; 

(6) there were at least 692 mass shootings in 2021, 

killing 704 people and injuring 2,839 others; and 

(7) 61 active shooter incidents led to over 100 

deaths in 2021, a 52.5-percent increase from 2020, ac-

cording to the Federal Bureau of Investigation; 
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Whereas in an average year, at least 10,300 hate crimes in-

volve a firearm every year, more than 28 every day, in 

the United States; 

Whereas communities of color are disproportionately im-

pacted by gun violence; 

Whereas neighborhoods suffering from gun violence are the 

same areas that lack economic opportunity, adequate in-

frastructure, access to quality schools, and housing op-

portunities; 

Whereas, every month, approximately 70 women are shot and 

killed by an intimate partner; 

Whereas intimate partner violence is a serious public health 

problem and rates of severe physical violence and violence 

inflicted with a firearm, is predominantly experienced by 

women with male partners; 

Whereas 92 percent of all women killed with guns in high- 

income countries in 2015 were from the United States; 

Whereas 16 percent of gay and lesbian youth, 11 percent of 

bisexual youth, and 29 percent of transgender youth have 

been threatened with a weapon on school property, ac-

cording to the Youth Risk Behavior Survey; 

Whereas, in 2016, the American Medical Association adopted 

policy calling gun violence in the United States ‘‘a public 

health crisis’’ requiring a comprehensive public health re-

sponse and solution; 

Whereas, in 2016, the American Medical Association’s presi-

dent noted that ‘‘with approximately 30,000 men, women 

and children dying each year at the barrel of a gun in 

elementary schools, movie theaters, workplaces, houses of 

worship and on live television, the United States faces a 

public health crisis of gun violence’’; 
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Whereas, in 2018, the American College of Physicians issued 

a position paper detailing how ‘‘firearm violence con-

tinues to be a public health crisis that requires the na-

tion’s immediate attention’’; 

Whereas, in 2019, a study by Florida Atlantic University’s 

Schmidt College of Medicine found that more United 

States school-age children die from guns than on-duty 

United States police or global military fatalities; 

Whereas the American Public Health Association finds that 

gun violence is a leading cause of premature death in the 

United States; 

Whereas, in 2019, Black children and teens had the highest 

gun death rate, followed by American Indian and Alaska 

Native children and teens; 

Whereas, in 2020, guns became the leading cause of death 

for children in the United States; 

Whereas, in 2020, 10,197 children and young adults aged 0 

to 24 died as a result of gun violence; 

Whereas, in 2021, the Governor of New York declared gun 

violence a public health emergency; 

Whereas, in 2021, the mayor of Washington, DC, declared 

gun violence to be a public health crisis and announced 

a ‘‘whole-government’’ approach to combating this crisis; 

Whereas, in 2021, the Governor of Illinois declared gun vio-

lence a public health crisis; 

Whereas, in January 2022, officials in Cincinnati, Ohio, de-

clared gun violence a public health crisis; 

Whereas, in February 2022, the mayor of Columbus, Ohio, 

declared gun violence a public health crisis; 
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Whereas, in June 2022, the Guilford Country Commissioners 

in North Carolina declared gun violence a public health 

crisis; 

Whereas a public health crisis is defined as meeting the fol-

lowing 4 criteria— 

(1) the condition affects many people, is seen as a 

threat to the public, and is continuing to increase; 

(2) the condition is distributed unfairly; 

(3) preventive measures could reduce the effects of 

the condition; and 

(4) those preventive measures are not yet in place; 

Whereas gun violence meets the criteria of a public health 

crisis; 

Whereas, in 1979, the Surgeon General identified violent be-

havior as a key public health priority; 

Whereas, in 1992, the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-

vention established the National Center for Injury Pre-

vention and Control as the lead Federal organization for 

violence prevention; 

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention out-

lines a 4-step public health approach to violence preven-

tion, rooted in the scientific method— 

(1) define and monitor the problem; 

(2) identify risk and protective factors; 

(3) develop and test prevention strategies; and 

(4) assure widespread adoption; 

Whereas a Federal public health crisis declaration defines 

gun violence as a pervasive health issue and alerts the 

Nation of the need to enact immediate and effective 

cross-governmental efforts to prevent gun violence; and 
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Whereas such declaration requires the response of the Gov-

ernment to engage significant resources to empower those 

communities that are impacted: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives— 1

(1) declares gun violence a public health crisis 2

in the United States; 3

(2) supports the resolutions drafted, introduced, 4

and adopted by cities, localities, and States across 5

the Nation declaring gun violence a public health 6

crisis or emergency; 7

(3) urges a coordinated whole-of-government ef-8

fort to addressing the gun violence public health cri-9

sis and ensuring the safety of all children; 10

(4) urges the Centers for Disease Control and 11

Prevention to continue its work utilizing the 4-step 12

public health approach to violence prevention and 13

collaborate with other Federal Government agencies 14

to resolve the gun violence public health crisis; 15

(5) urges the Centers for Disease Control and 16

Prevention to expand its research and data collection 17

capabilities pertaining to gun violence prevention; 18

(6) urges the Surgeon General to issue a report 19

on firearm injuries and violence prevention; and 20
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(7) commits to ending the gun violence public 1

health crisis so that all people can enjoy life, liberty, 2

and the pursuit of happiness. 3

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 22:42 Jun 09, 2022 Jkt 029200 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\HR1165.IH HR1165pa
m

tm
an

n 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
07

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
IL

LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-06-10T01:59:51-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




